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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to consult Members of the Health & Well-

being Scrutiny Committee on the draft Local Toilets Strategy for 
Rhondda Cynon Taf. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 It is recommended that Members: 
 
2.1 Comment on the draft Local Toilets Strategy, and 

 
2.2 That the feedback and comments of the Health & Well-being Scrutiny 

Committee form part of the formal consultation feedback to the 
Cabinet. 

 
3 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
3.1 The Council is currently undertaking a public consultation for a 

minimum of 12 weeks, in line with the statutory requirement to develop 
and publish a Local Toilets Strategy, as required by Part 8 of the Public 
Health (Wales) Act 2017 

 
4. BACKGROUND 
 
 4.1    On the 24th January 2019, the Director of Public Health, Protection and 

Community Services in consultation with the Cabinet Member, Cllr 
Rhys Lewis, made a delegated officer decision to approve the 
commencement of a 12 week public consultation on the draft Rhondda 
Cynon Taf Toilets Strategy.  



   

 
4.2    The delegated decision agreed: 

1. To approve the initiation of the  draft Local Toilet Strategy for 
public consultation for a minimum of 12 weeks, in line with 
statutory requirement to develop and publish a Local Toilet 
Strategy, as required by Part 8 of the Public Health (Wales) Act 
2017. 

2.  That the Director of Public Health, Protection consider the 
consultation responses with a view to preparing a Final Draft 
Strategy for consideration by Cabinet in May 2019. 

 
4.3 The Act places a duty on each Local Authority in Wales to prepare and 

publish a Local Toilet Strategy for its area. The Strategy is developed 
following the completion of a needs assessment to: 
• Assess the community’s need for toilets, including changing 

facilitities for babies and changing places facilities for people with 
disabilities;  

• Provide details of how to meet the identified need; 
• Produce a local toilet strategy; and 
• Review the strategy, update and publicise revisions.  

 
4.4 A draft Strategy has been prepared that incorporates feedback 

following a public consultation as part of the Assessment of Need that 
was undertaken for four weeks, beginning in October 2018. Local 
Authorities must aim to prepare and publish their strategies by 31st May 
2019. The duty to prepare a Local Toilets Strategy does not require 
Local Authorities to provide and maintain public toilets directly. The 
Local Authority must take a strategic view on how facilities can be 
provided and accessed by their local population.  

   
4.5 In relation to the Council provision of public toilets, it is of note that the 

current provision of public toilet facilities across the County Borough 
has been maintained for over five years. The Council facilities has also 
in recent years benefited from investment of over £350,000. The 
Council does not charge for use of our public toilets.  

     
4.6 The draft Strategy in Appendix 1 sets out further options that may be 

considered over the next two years to enhance and maximise the use 
of existing facilities and to promote additional, appropriate and 
accessible facilities  

 
  
5 EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 A full Equality Impact Assessment will be undertaken, informed by the 

consultation feedback and included in the subsequent report to Cabinet 
prior to any decision being made on the proposal. 

 



   

6 CONSULTATION / INVOLVEMENT 
 
6.1 A public twelve week consultation exercise commenced on the 4th  
          February 2019 and ends on the 29th April 2019. This includes: 

• Online questionnaire via RCTCBC website;  
• Social Media alerts; 
• Face to face discussions at various community venues  

 
6.2 The views of this Scrutiny Committee will make an important          

contribution to the consultation exercise and inform the deliberations of  
           Cabinet 
 
7 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S) 
 
7.1 There are no financial implications associated with this report. 

However, financial implications may arise if and when the matters 
under consideration are implemented.   

 
8 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OR LEGISLATION CONSIDERED  
 
8.1 The Council has a statutory duty to develop and publish a Local Toilets 

Strategy, as required by Part 8 of the Public Health (Wales) Act 2017. 
 
9 LINKS TO THE CORPORATE AND NATIONAL PRIORITIES AND 

THE WELL-BEING OF FUTURE GENERATIONS ACT. 
 
9.1 The Local Toilets Strategy contributes to a number of the Wellbeing 

Objectives within the Council’s Corporate Plan 2016-2020 as set out in 
the attached Record of Delegated Officer Decision report (Appendix 2). 

 
10 CONCLUSION 
 
10.1 Members of the Health & Well-being Scrutiny Committee are requested 

to consider the information presented in this report and are invited to 
comment on the Draft Local Toilets Strategy.  
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